RESOLUTION NO, 3*g-10

EXPRESSING OPPOSITION TO THE CHESAPEAKE BAY TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY
LOAD (TMDL) REGULATORY PROPOSAL BY THE UNITED STATES
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY {EPA)

WHEREAS, clean water and healthy watersheds are a priority for New York
farmers, which play a critical role in proven and successful local efforts to conserve and
protect New York's natural resources; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 3 is implementing
a Chesapeake Bay TMDL which imposes new and costly federal regulations on
approximately 19 counties, 650,000 residents and 2,000 New York family farms within
the NY portion of the Chesapeake Bay watershed area: and

WHEREAS, New York accounts for 10% of the total watershed area which is
mostly forested (76%), is home to 4% of the total population in the watershed with
agriculture (21%) being the dominant business sector; and

WHEREAS, the federally-designed TMDL, intended to limit nitrogen,
phosphorous and sediment discharges into the Chesapeake Bay watershed, is now
projected to cost New York State as much as $250 million over the next 15 years,
without being able to satisfy EPA’s regulatory goal; and

WHEREAS, the best way to achieve the important public benefit of clean water
at a regional level is through locally led conservation efforts, rather than a top-down
federal, one-size-fits-all regulatory approach such as EPA’s TMDL for the Chesapeake
Bay watershed; and

WHEREAS, EPA'’s proposed TMDL regulation imposes disproportionately
heavier restrictions for water quality in New York in order to help other states meet their
overall TMDL goal, ignores New York's excellent record of environmental
accomplishments over the past 25 years using state and local conservation efforts and
forces unrealistic costs on the businesses, governments and residents within the
watershed area; and

WHEREAS, even if the other states achieve their EPA mandated allocations by
2025, their water would stilt contain higher nutrient loads per acre than New York's
current 2010 load per acre because of progressive natural resource management
programs like New York State’s Agricultural Environmental Management Program; and

WHEREAS, even with the elimination of animal agriculture and utilizing every
best management practice available in the watershed area, New York would still not be
able to meet EPA’'s TMDL allocation; and

ARO0030489



WHEREAS, we object to EPA's discriminatory regulatory process that
disproportionately burdens our farm communities with costly mandates, weakens our
rural economies, disrupts local food systems and provides no additional water quality
protection for the Chesapeake Bay watershed; and

WHEREAS, we oppose EPA increasing its federal regulatory control and
usurping state and local jurisdiction and authority in order to impose their TMDL, instead
of working collaboratively with State agriculture and environmental protection agencies,
Soil and Water Conservation Districts and local communities to address Bay watershed
water quality concerns; and

WHEREAS, we object to the fact that in order to satisfy EPA's regulatory goals
without confirmation of water quality improvement, EPA has not ensured realistic
delivery of needed funding and technical assistance and has not provided regulatory
flexibility to aliow for implementation of continually improving on-farm practices in
response to site-specific environmental variables; and

WHEREAS, each and every day farmers across New York work to improve their
environmental sustainability recognizing that appropriate natural resource management
is critical to maintaining success of their businesses for future generations: supporting
farmers in these endeavors is how government can best aid agriculture in protecting
water quality; and

WHEREAS, we support state and locally driven collaborative initiatives which
effectively use federal environmental funds and specifically address areas of high
environmental risk and employ a farm-specific focus, such as NYS Department of
Agriculture and Market's Agricultural Environmental Management Program; and

WHEREAS, we support NYS Department of Environmental Conservation’s
recommendations in their draft Phase | Watershed Implementation Plan which
recognizes the environmental stewardship of New York farmers and inherent inequality
of the current EPA proposal; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that while Madison County fully supports
responsible efforts to improve water quality in the Chesapeake Bay watershed and
protect our State’s environment and natural resources, we object to the unfair and
unattainable mandate the Chesapeake Bay TMDL forces upon our local governments,
local communities and family farms; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Madison County urges its Congressional and
State representatives to intercede with EPA, and enact superseding legislation if

required, to delay implementation of the Chesapeake Bay TMDL and request that EPA
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report to them on their response and adaptations regarding the aforementioned
concerns; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to our
two United States Senators, the Honorable Charles Schumer and the Honorable Kirsten
Gillibrand; to our United States Representative, the Honorable Bill Owens: to the
Honorable Governor David Paterson; to our New York State Senator, the Honorable
David Valesky; to our New York State Assembly Representative, the Honorable William
Magee; to the Commissioner of the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets; o the
Commissioner of the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation and to EPA
Region 2 Administrator Judith Enck.

DATED: October 12, 2010
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Russell L. Cary, Cpal/rman /
Planning, Economic Development,
Environmental and Intergovernmental
Affairs Committee
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| MADISON COUNTY | THIS 1S TO CERTIFY THAT I, Cindy Urtz, Clerk of the Board of

ﬂ BOARD OF SUPERVISORS { Supervisors of the County of Madison, have compared tlie foregoing copy of
WAMPSVILLE N. Y. [ resolution with the original resolution now onfile in this office, and which was

v

duly adopted by the Board of Supervisors of said County on . >4 - 'aO\O .

and that the same is a true and correct transcript of said resolution and of the

whole thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and the official
seal of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Madison.
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